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REPORT 



UPON 



THE ERADICATION OF THE CATTLE TICK IN LINCOLN 

AND CLAIBORNE PARISHES. 

By WiLMON Newell and C. E. Mauldin. 

For a number of years the cattle tick problem has engaged 
the attention of educators and of the progressive farmers and 
cattle raisers of the South, but it was not until recently that a 
satisfactory solution of this problem seemed possible. 

"When it was determined that cattle could be artificially 
immunized against the deadly Texas fever, transmitted by this 
small parasite, the cattle raiser received new hope and many 
breeders set about at once to import registered stock from north 
of the tick belt to breed up their iserubs, but it was found by thor- 
ough tests, extending over a number of years, that artificial im- 
munization could be practiced only by the skilled, and even then 
at considerable risk. While the practical application of this 
protective immunization failed to give the general relief its ad- 
vocates desired, it served a purpose in awakening an interest 
in cattle raising and in bringing to the attention of the Southern 
farmers the importance of this neglected industry. It also acted 
as a stimulant to investigation along other lines which developed 
the pasture rotation and other methods of tick eradication ad- 
vanced by the State Experiment Stations and by the State 
Crop Pest Commission. Congress, realizing the practical appli- 
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cation of these methods to general conditions and the vast im- 
portance of this work, now makes an annual appropriation to 
assist the Southern States in their crusade against the tick pest. 

These appropriations are placed to the credit of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture for distribution among the various 
tick-infested States in proportion to the amount which each 
State gives toward the cause from its own means. In other 
words, help is extended only to the States which help them- 
selves. 

The Experiment Stations and the Crop Pest Commission, 
knowing the urgent need of this work in Louisiana, arranged 
last June with the Bureau of Animal Industry for av^tive co- 
operation in this movement, and the work was immediately in- 
augurated in Lincoln and Claiborne Parishes, a force of State 
and Federal employes being at once organized and assigned to 
duty. 

While the tick-eradication work is based upon facts deter- 
mined by scientific investigation, it is at the same time con- 
ducted in the most practical manner. With a view to presenting 
the work to every cattle owner in the two parishes, progressive 
farmers were employed, trained and then assigned to their re- 
spective communities for duty. These men visited each farmer, on 
his own farm, for the purpose of considering his conditions and 
advising him as to the methods best suited to his conditions for 
eliminating the tick pest. Each farmer was also directed and 
assisted by the inspector in carrying out these plans. An ex 
pert was also assigned to each parish to assist and direct the 
practical men and to meet the farmers at their gatherings to 
engage in formal discussions regarding the nature and advan- 
tage of the movement. In addition to this, a liberal distribution 
of literature bearing on the subject has been made and a num- 
ber of lectures have been delivered by members of the Experi- 
ment Station force. The farmers' attention has also been 
directed to the importance of improving and increasing their 
herds along proper lines as a means of making crop diversifica- 
tion profitable, valuable suggestions being given in this con- 
nection. 

Since the work began last June 4,000 ;farms havt* been 
visited once by the inspectors and 2,258 a second time; 27,135 
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head of cattle have been inspected on^e and 16,599 re-inspected, 
A total of 43,734 cattle having been examined and niethoJs out- 
lined for freeing them of thlB ticks. Upon the first inspection 97 
per cent of the cattle were found infested with ticks. While at 
the present time a large per cent of the cattle are still infested 
yet it is estimated that the work is more than half completed, as 
the farmers are thoroughly instructed in the methods of tick 
eradication and a healthy sentiment exists in favor of a vjom- 
plete and lasting elimjination of the pest. 

As a means of protecting tlje cattle in the tiqk eradication 
territory from a fresh infestation of ticks, the Commission main- 
tains a quarantine against ticky cattle from adjoining parishes 
and only tick-free cattle are admitted. The Federjd (Government, 
in recognition of the splendid results secured, has already placed 
a protective quarantine about Lincoln and Claiborne Parishes. 
This quarantine admits only tick-free cattle from Arkansas and 
other States. As the work progresses provisions will be made 
for inspected cattle being shipped at all times to any market 
in the United States. This is a privilege never yet allowed the 
Louisiana cattle raiser, his cattle having been disposed of at 
home, at a market below the national quarantine Une, or con- 
signed to the quarantine pens of the Northern markets, where 
they were sold to a non-competitive trade for immediate slaughter 
only. 

It is estimated oy experienced shippers that ticky cattle, 
flold for slaughter only, bring from 50 cents to $1, per one hun- 
dred pounds, less than cattle which can be disposed of for breed- 
ing, feeding, grazing or other purposes. This is a difference of 
from $120 to $240 on each carload of 24,000 pounds, and repre- 
sents that much gain on every car of cattle shipped from tivsk- 
free territory over cattle which are tick-infested, everything 
else being equal. Because few cattle are shipped to northern 
markets it is erroneous to suppose that the price of our stock is 
Dot affected by the tick, for the price of cattle is as certainly 
fixed by the large markets as the price of cotton, wheat or bacon; 
anil onr cattle will bring at home, from the local butcher, just 
what they will sell for on the large markets, less the expense of 
shipping and handling. Hence, tick-free cattle will bring from 
one-half to one cent per pound more at home than ticky cattle 
or some one will ship them to the Northern markets. 
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Averaging the cattle (27,135 head) of Lincoln and Clai- 
borne Parishes at the low weight of 300 pounds each, and esti- 
mating the net gain as a result of eliminating the tick at 50 
cents per hundredweight, the immediate increased value of the 
cattle alone means $40,702.50 to the farmers of Lincoln and 
Claiborne Parishes; and when the opportunities which are 
opened to a tick-free community in the way of unhampered im- 
portation of registered stock to breed up the scrubs, the feed- 
ing of grass and farm by-products at a greater profit, the in- 
creased fertilization of the soil, the enhanced value of farm 
lands and the encouragement of the best class of immigrants, 
are taken into account, this amount is seen to represent but a 
very small part of the benefit accruing to the farmers as a 
result of this work. 

While the increased price of our scrubs will, more than 
ten times over, pay the cost of tick eradication, this is by no 
means the sole aim of the work, for it is the purpose of the move- 
ment to encourage and aid the farmers in their efforts to in- 
crease and improve their herds, as well as to make an improved 
live stock industry possible. 

In the past there have been many movements in the South 
for the betterment of general farming conditions, but there 
has never been a more timely one for Louisiana than the present 
effort to eradicate the tick pest. The ravages of the boll weevil 
make cotton growing profitable only upon the best soils and 
only by the best methods of cultivation. The poor lands must 
either be left idle or fertilized. If fertilized the cow must be 
looked to for aid, but the cow cannot be a profit producer in 
the presence of the tick, except in the hands of a very few. 
Therefore, the logical thing to do is to exterminate the tick and 
foster cattle raising that the inroads of the boll weevil upon the 
cotton crop may be couiiterbalaneod as far as possible. 
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